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September 11, 2022 - Rev. James Mehler
delivers his sermon entitled, "No Peeking."

September 18, 2022 - Rev. Tracy stands
before the choir as she guest preaches to the
congregation.

END OF SUMMER SESSION
HIGHLIGHTS
The pandemic, transition of three ministers (called, bridge and

interim), and our evolving AV capabilities have provided PCE with the
opportunity to move towards a “new normal.” To quote Maurice
Sendak in Where the Wild Things Are: our "walls became the world all
around.” Worship may now be attended in person in the sanctuary
within our walls, via live steaming in real time, or later on PCE’s You
Tube channel outside of any walls. Inclement weather or the inability
to leave your home, are no longer constraints in participating in
worship. A big nod goes to former member, Jim Arnold, and all of
those who have followed after Jim in making this possible through
technology. Session recognizes that this shift provides PCE with new
possibilities based on our long-standing faith traditions.
The Pastor Nominating Committee also deserves to be commended
for their hard work in recruiting a called pastor. Their work is ongoing
with frequent meetings, review of potential candidates and virtual
meetings with candidates. We are praying that they find a minister
who is a good fit for the leadership of PCE and who also feels the call
to us. Updates on this process will be shared as the committee
progresses. Until PCE has a new minister, substitute ministers (known
as Pulpit Supply) will be leading worship. So far, Revs. James Mehler,
Tracy Keenan, and Cindy Kohlmann have lead us in September. We
are looking forward to having Revs. Tom and Kim Long lead us during
the first four weeks in October.
Session recognizes the need to continually communicate with our
congregation members. If you have questions or concerns, please
give one of us a call or send one of us an e-mail and we will get back
to you!
June Bittinger, Anne McNulty, Margaret Parker, Shirley Seward, Janet
Shimko, Scott Worsham, Elaine Young

Deacons August 2022 Report
As our number has dropped from 7 members to 5, with the departure
of Tal & Chris Bone, we are working hard to complete all of our duties.
Tal and Chris will be missed and we thank them for their dedicated
leadership, as well as their warm friendship.
In the month of August, Deacons made 16 visits, sent 15 cards,
drove 4 members to church and made numerous phone calls to
check on our members.
During our transition time, when we have no permanent pastor, we
will provide any pastoral functions when asked. Any of us can serve
Communion, meet with families in need of comfort, or any needs
that may arise.

Please keep in mind we will have an election of officers in November
and we ask anyone interested in serving as a Deacon to please
contact any of us.

Barbara Mullikin Bob Parker Julie Cornwell
Mary Swanson Carolyn Auman

FROM THE TRUSTEES:
Trustees oversaw the replacement of the roof on the flat part of
the building (office area, classrooms). This was completed in
June.
New playground equipment was donated by the Methodist
Church in St. Michaels. It is a big step up from what was there
previously. Big thanks to Melissa Mueller, her pre-school staff,
and her husband Jeff for making this happen and for doing the
work.
A new ice machine was bought to replace the old one that had
stopped working.
The grease pits for the kitchen were pumped out and new covers
bought and installed. This is one of those behind the scenes part
of the church’s infrastructure that one only notices when there’s a
problem.
A new network router and WiFi network was installed. This is part
of our ongoing effort to keep our computers and associated
equipment up to date. Some of the equipment is over 7 years
old, which is ancient in technology terms.
Steve Shimko,Terry Allen,Harry Auman, Bob Bittinger, Clyde Dickey,
Terry Mullikin

PCE Financial Update

We are happy to report that church income is slightly ahead of where
expected through the end of August. This is primarily because NonPledge giving is way ahead of schedule. Room Use income is
catching up to where it should be as more activities return to
normal. We still need some folks to pay the per capita assessment
from Presbytery so that it does not come out of the budget, that is
$29.80 per member.
The not so good news is that expenditures in several categories are
ahead of budget so we are now in deficit for the year to date.
Through the end of August:
Income
Expenses
Net

$165,044.52
$178,255.23
($13,210.71)

The 2022 budget for the full year shows a deficit of
$18,996.75. Thankfully, we received a generous donation of $5,000
toward the roof replacement or we would already be very close to the
full year deficit.
The Finance Committee is looking for ways to reduce the deficit
primarily by controlling expenditures. Any and all suggestions are
welcome.
While we are working on the 2022 situation, the Committee will be
preparing over the next month the 2023 budget. Please be sure the
appropriate committee chair knows of any programs and projects you
would like the church to consider undertaking.
PCE Finance Committee

MEMBERSHIP /
FELLOWSHIP
The Membership / Fellowship
Committee is providing Coffee Hour
again this fall! It has been wonderful to
get back in the rhythm of socializing
after worship on Sundays. On August

18th, we celebrated Chris and Tal
Bone's move to North Carolina at
Coffee Hour. If you would like to
donate food to share for Coffee Hour,
please bring it to the church on
Sunday morning. All donations are
appreciated!
Terry Allen and his kitchen crew
hosted a special chicken dinner for
Grace and Jeff Howard as Jeff left his
interim position at PCE at the end of
August. Terry is organizing a fall
dinner to be held in late October / early November. Stay tuned
for details!
And as always, Membership / Fellowship could use more
volunteers. Please see one of our members if you are
interested.
Thank you from June Bittinger, Anne McNulty, Janet Shimko and
Elaine Young

MISSION UPDATES
MARCH - SEPTEMBER 2022
Our church participated in the following missions:
Ignite Grant for TIS The mission committee initiated applying to
Newcastle Presbytery for a grant to help the new adult shelter at 109
Goldsborough St. in Easton. Thanks to Pastor Jeff Howard, who
compiled and submitted the application, TIS was awarded a $10,000,
Ignite grant!
Neighborhood Garden Nancy Espenhorst again shepherded our
neighborhood garden, located behind the Preschool playground. 18
beds were planted this spring. Although yields were good, they didn’t
match last year’s abundant crops. The hot weather was a challenge.
Nancy commented that weeds apparently liked this summer’s heat.
Soon the gardeners will clear out their beds and Nancy is looking
forward to getting them ready for next spring.
Immigrant Task Force Meeting Our church hosted the first meeting
of the Task Force since the pandemic. This group was formed to
advocate for and help ensure fair treatment of immigrants on the
Eastern Shore. Members reported on pre-pandemic activities
including visiting detainees in holding areas, driving them to legal and
medical appointments, finding legal support for those seeking asylum,
advocating for legislation, working with the MultiCultural Center in
Easton and more.
Many of these activities were put on hold during the pandemic but
they are now resuming. They expect to start citizenship classes in the
Talbot County Free Library. Our church is one of eight faith
congregations in the Task Force.
Grocery food cards When our food pantry closed in 2020, we used
our Empty Bowls money to donate to the local food pantries that were
still running, and mostly to purchase food cards. People have been
coming in for a $25 gift card to Aldi’s once a month. Anita and now
Karen have been distributing them. Our food pantry funds are now
depleted but we hope to keep this program through December.
Talbot Interfaith Shelter at 107 & 109 Goldsborough Streets. See
separate article in Kirk News.
Pastors Grace and Jeff Howard’s Kenya Change Destiny mission
Trip in June. Congregation donated items for the youth in this mission
that filled 2 suitcases.
One Great Hour of Sharing collected $1,360.

Other mission expenditures: $2,000 for international hunger relief,
$500 to Presbyterian Disaster Relief agency for flood victims,
scholarship help to the PCE Presbyterian Preschool.

PPS Garden, Box #17, had a
nice harvest of tomatoes as
well as some beautiful
flowers.

Talbot Interfaith Shelter (TIS)
Our congregation continues to support the TIS at 107 and 109 Goldsborough
St., Easton. This summer, the 2nd house, Evelyn’s Place, opened (finally!)
for 10 single adults (5 men, 5 women) and was quickly filled. We have
donated to both houses, but mainly support Easton’s Promise's families at
107 Goldsborough.
In August, TIS served 15 single adults, 13 families (most in the 10 TIS
apartments) and 26 children (including 3 infants). Residents in the apartments
make partial payment for rent and utilities, but in the 2 houses food and
shelter are provided. All guests have housekeeping responsibilities and are
required to attend classes.
Recent classes include Life Skills Training, Money ‘Fun’damentals, Anger
Management, Parenting and Health. These classes are taught by staff and
professionals in the community. Some classes are created to meet specific
needs of the guests.
TIS follows a 4 S motto: shelter, stability, support, success.
Currently, PCE helps with 3 daytime shifts and a dinner for Easton’s Promise
on the 13th of the month. The shifts are: 8 -11 a.m., 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. and 2 -5
p.m. We need volunteers for the afternoon shifts; basically volunteers
answer the door and phone, chat with residents and have time to read, or work
on their computers. Dinner volunteers bring a meal to feed around 12 people
(some of them children). Please contact Mary-Beth Goll (410-822-4638
or marybethgoll@yahoo.com) if you can help with a shift or dinner.
Thanks to our volunteers Bob and Margaret Parker, Jacqueline Winslow,
Anita Schneider, Mary-Beth Goll, Grace Howard and Peggy Feehley.

Presbyterian
Preschool
Presbyterian Preschool is back in
full swing!! We are having an
amazing start to our preschool
year. Our current enrollment
includes 38 children. There are
12 in our two year old class, 12 in
our three year old class and 14 in
our four year old class. There is
nothing better than the sound of little feet and laughter at our end of the
hallway. The kids are making friends, learning routines and the rules of the
classrooms. Our preschoolers are looking forward to visiting Family Affair
Farm in the beginning of October. Our annual Trunk or Treat will be on
October 31st beginning at 11 a.m. Please save the date and join us if you are
able.
We are super excited about the new playground! If you haven't seen that,
take a peek outside the next time you are at the church. We are grateful that
St. Luke's in St. Michael's donated the playset to our preschool. We will be
adding swings in the near future.
Our annual crabmeat fundraiser is here! Order forms are on the workroom
table. All orders will be due on Friday, October 14th and delivery of the
crabmeat will be on Friday, October 21st. If you are interested in ordering,
please fill out an order form and leave it in the preschool mailbox in the
workroom or just let me know and I can take your order! Thank you in
advance for supporting our efforts at PPS. The preschool uses the funds to do
extra activities with the preschoolers.
Last but not least, thank you for the support the church provides in the
preschool mission. There is definitely a need in our community as we are one
of two preschools that are still in operation. We should take great pride in
that! I started as the director about 9 years ago. That first year we had 17
students and two classes. Just to think we have grown to 38 students and
three classes. I am thankful for the dedicated teachers who create a strong
foundation for the love of learning!
All my best,
Missy

PCE WOMEN’S
ASSOCIATION

PCE AV Team
The AV Team supports the

After our summer hiatus, the
Naomi and Lydia Circles are
ready to begin our monthly
meetings in October. This year
may be slightly different as the
Circles will be moving from
meeting at PCE to meeting at
members’ homes. The Naomi
Circle meets the fourth Tuesday
of each month during
the morning and the Lydia
Circle meets the fourth Monday
of each month at noon. Both
Circles are open to new
members, please call Helen
Williams or Janet Shimko, if
you would like to join our Bible
studies!

worship service by providing
live streaming and screen
prompts on Sunday.
The team, consisting of Al
Dicenso, Clyde Dickey, Bob
Parker, Shirley Seward,
Karen Newton, and June
Bittinger, would kindly
welcome other individuals
with computer skills to join
our efforts. Contact a team
member if you are interested
in joining.
Two to three team members
operate the screens on
Sunday and do bulletin /
screen reviews on Wednesday
afternoons at 1:00.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
* Pastor Jeff and Grace continued weekly story time with the
Presbyterian Preschool. The children enjoyed the short videos
and songs based on the scripture.
* Pastor Jeff facilitated several sessions of GriefShare . This
friendly, caring group met weekly to help those facing the
challenges of loss. Attendees were from both our congregation
and the community.
* Pastor Jeff completed the weekly Grace and Peace
devotionals on various social media platforms and took a pause
for the summer.
* Pastor Jeff completed the Wednesday morning Bible Study

with a focus on the Book of Acts.
* Grace Howard held weekly Sunday School with the children
that included a Bible study, music and snacks.
* Bob Huntington continued the presentation series relating
music to the scriptures.
* The Board of Directors for The Presbyterian Preschool met.
Everyone was very excited about the new playground equipment
and the addition of the 3rd class of youngsters. Twelve 2-yearolds were welcomed for school on Monday and Tuesday
mornings. This brings the total to 38 children enrolled in PPS.

PCE Member, Daryl Lyerly, is offering piano lessons with all
proceeds donated to the church.

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
The Personnel Committee worked on several
projects this Spring. In collaboration with the
Finance Committee, the payroll for PPS was

transitioned to our ADP account. The staff of
PPS is now paid as hourly employees rather
than contracted employees.
With the retirement of Anita Schneider,
recruitment for the Administrative Assistant
position took several months. We were very
fortunate to recruit Karen Newton for this
important position. She hit the ground running
and has done a fabulous job.
The Personnel Committee assisted Pastor Jeff as he transitioned to a
new phase of his ministry—retirement. Speaking of recruitment - we
need your help! At this time, Bud Marseilles and Shirley Seward are
working alone on these important tasks. Please consider volunteering
with Bud and Shirley.

DECEMBER

Birthdays!
OCTOBER
October 4 - Edna
Blakely; Clyde Dickey
October 5 - Tara Leeson
October 7 - Samantha Wright
October 9 - Susanna Zaffere
October 14 - Joan Collins
October 18 - Connie Knopp
October 19 - Al DiCenso
October 23 - Ben Gibson; Daryl
Lyerly
October 26 - Harry Canter
October 30 - Ann Handley

December 7 - Lucy Richards
December 8 - Margaret Parker
December 19 - Nancy Murtha
December 29 - Shirley Hepler

NOVEMBER
November 3 - Georgia Missimer
November 6 - Jeanine Meredith
November 17 -Terry Mullikin
November 19 -Barbara Eaton
November 21 - Elaine Young
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